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Sal Maglie’s legend lives on in new
barbershop, ‘The Barber’ Co.

ARTICLE AND PHOTO
BY NINA GRENGA
Special o Niagara Frontier Publica-
tions

Baseball legend and
local hometown hero Sal
“The Barber” Maglie’s
legend lives on as his
great-great-nephew,
Paolo Beilman, opens a
new barbershop in his
honor. “The Barber” Co.
located at 2301 Pine Ave.,
in Niagara Falls, is the
newest addition to “Little
Italy.”

Beilman, 20, is nothing
short of ecstatic about
this new venture.

“It's been a dream of
mine to open my own
barbershop, and the fact
that it’s actually happen-
ing is so surreal,” he sai
“From a young age, I knew I want-
ed to work independently and be
my own boss, and I'm so thankful
that I now have this opportunity. I
have so many plans for the future
and I am so eager to see where
the business goes and who I will
meet along the way.”

In the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, it's no secret that
small businesses have struggled.
Some may wonder if opening a
new business in today’s climate
is worth the risk, but Beilman has
high hopes for “The Barber” Co.

“I went into this knowing the
risks of opening a business in the
midst of the pandemic, but I know
with following the COVID guide-
lines and maintaining a strong
work ethic that the business will
succeed,” he said. “I have so
many family members who have
their own businesses that have
survived thus far and, by follow-
ing their lead and having their
support, I have full confidence in
this opening.”

Amongst a plethora of Beil-
man’s siblings and cousins who
have an eye for business, his
uncle, Paul Grenga, is also no
stranger to operating a successful
business in Niagara Falls. Owner
of the downtown One Niagara
Welcome Center, Grenga has
been able to introduce the ins and
outs of business and the commu-
nity to Beilman from a young age.

Grenga said he is excited to see
more businesses coming to the
Niagara Falls area.

“It’s nice to see young entre-
preneurs taking a gamble on Ni-
agara Falls,” he said. “Paolo is so
talented and a hard worker, so 'm
looking forward to watching him
grow and become successful.”

Ironically, framing the business
around his “Barber” uncle wasn’t

Beilman’s first idea, but when the
thought dawned on him, there
was no going back.

“I was excited to create my own
brand and see what I could do
with it, so I was bouncing around
ideas for a while, but none of
them were really resonating with
me,” he said. “While I was dis-
cussing some of my ideas, it oc-
curred to me that my uncle was
literally nicknamed the barber
of baseball. I instantly knew that
was it, that would be my inspira-
tion. I couldn’t believe it took me
so long to come up with the idea
given how important Sal is to my
family. Growing up, hearing the
stories about him, I was always in-
spired; so to now be opening this
shop in his honor, it’s indescrib-
able. I really think it was meant to
be.”

Previously Scibilias’s Haircut-
ters, the shop’s interior has been
given a modern revamp while still
tying in the history of Maglie.
From biographies of the player
to baseball memorabilia, the es-
sence of Maglie is evident as soon
as one steps through the door.

Scibilia’s Haircutters had been
a staple for Niagara Falls for over
100 years. Despite the bittersweet
feeling of closing the doors of his
business, preceding owner and
lead barber Michael Scibilia is
amongst many looking forward
to the future of “The Barber” Co.

“My hope is that Paolo enjoys
the longevity and prosperity that
my family and I have enjoyed for
three generations - since 1914,”
Scibilia said. “He will not find a
more enjoyable livelihood than
barbering, in my view.”

Down the street from Sal Maglie
Stadium, having another place for
lifelong fans of the famed baseball
player to celebrate his legacy is

Virtual Breakfast Forum!
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The Millennial population is on the brink of becoming the
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Learn, laugh and take away actionable ideas!
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Paolo Beilman is shown with a picture of his great-great-uncle, former Major League
Baseball pitcher Sal Maglie, inside the new “The Barber” Co. located at 2301 Pine
id. Ave., Niagara Falls.

the perfect addition of hometown
pride for the City of Niagara Falls.

Maglie, born and raised in Ni-
agara Falls, was a Major League
Baseball pitcher for teams such
as the New York Yankees and the
Brooklyn Dodgers. His notorious
nickname, “The Barber,” origi-
nated from his aggressive “close-
shave” pitching style.

Thankfully, getting a haircut
from Beilman won’t be such a ter-
rifying experience compared to
those who batted against Maglie
in his career.

Due to the pandemic, “The
Barber” Co. will only be offering
haircuts and washes, but will be
adding services such as beard
trimmings to its roster once it is
safe to do so.

“The Barber” Co. is set to of-
ficially open its doors this week.
Hours of operation will be 8 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays through
Fridays, and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urdays.

For more information, check
out @thebarberco_716 on Insta-
gram.

Restaino announces disbursement
of CARES Act funds

Mayor Robert Restaino recent-
ly announced the disbursement
of CARES Act grant funds to lo-
cal community groups working to
fight against the wide-ranging ef-
fects of COVID-19 within the City
of Niagara Falls community.

The CARES Act, or Corona-
virus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act, is a federal grant
working to support American
people through the continuing
public health crisis and economic
impacts experienced due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We've gone through a series
of these deliveries and, several
months ago, we had another
group of individual entities that
received funding,” Restaino said.

Last year, the City of Niagara
Falls distributed over S$1 million
in CARES Act funds to various
agencies and initiatives to assist
in services and COVID-19 relief.

Restaino said, “Then, once we
received additional funding, we
put out a request for individuals
to provide programs that may
qualify under the requirements
of the CARES Act. Once they
came in, there was an evaluation
that was done relative to whether
or not the program met all of the
requirements, and then whether
or not the program overlapped
in some with something else that
was occurring.”

One of these qualifying com-
munity groups was Heart, Love
& Soul.

“Thank you to Mayor Restaino
and the city for all your support
of Heart, Love & Soul,” Execu-
tive Director Mark Baetzhold
said.

Heart, Love & Soul is a food
pantry and dining room pro-
gram. Its operations were af-
fected by the pandemic and,
although staffers were forced to
close the dining room, they were
able to continue operations serv-
ing nearly 100,000 meals outside
throughout the course of 2020.
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_ full tray :
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7" Round * Gold + Chocolate
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Off Chocolate * Black Forest
2
-8 =00 All 7” Cakes
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Fresh Dough ?

+ Mozarella Cheese ‘
* Roman Cheese :
+ Pepperoni y

1

1

or discount. Expires January 31, 2021.

“With this funding from the
city, we'll be able to continue pro-
viding meals,” Baetzhold said.
“We expect an increase of people
who need food support. Food in-
security is on the rise; housing in-
security is on the rise. With these
funds, we'll be in a better posi-
tion, better situation, to provide
services to our community and
residents in need.”

The City of Niagara Falls
CARES Act funds, in this distribu-
tion, amounts to approximately
$850,000 and will be disbursed
among eight community groups:

\ Buffalo Federation of Neigh-
borhood Centers

\ Cazenovia Recovery Systems
Inc.

\ Heart, Love & Soul

\ Mount St. Mary’s Hospital

\ Niagara Falls Boys & Girls
Club

\ Niagara Falls City School Dis-
trict

\ Niagara Falls Memorial Medi-
cal Center

y  Independent
Guild of WNY

These groups will focus on ar-
eas of the community effected by
COVID-19 by providing food ser-
vices, shelter options, recovery
housing, mental health counsel-
ing for youth and adults, mobile
health care services, connectivity
and accessibility for students, ap-
prenticeship opportunities for la-
borers, renovation of a child care
facility, and more within the City
of Niagara Falls.
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* No Fault
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with prescription
Compounding Available
Patient Customized Pain Creams

918 Michigan Ave.
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50 1 Style
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ADozen '
0ld fashioned, large donuts,
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811 Linwood Avenue 535 Center Street WEEK OF FEBRUARY 1, 2021
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+ Oatmeal Raisin 1
+ Chocolate Chip 1
1
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1
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1
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* Peanut Butter

* Chinese Chocolate

* Chocolate Walnut

* Snickerdoodle

* Molasses

Coupons may not be combined with any other offer
or discount. Expires January 31, 2021.

i Italian Bread:
Regular Loaf - 50¢ Off |
Double Loaf - 75¢ Off E
e Hand rolled, hand}

ormed, split & slowly!
hearth baked:
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